Highlights from Legislation from 125th Maine State Legislature Affecting Vital Records
Public Law, Chapter 511, LD 1627
Effective August 30, 2012
This law expedites electronic filing of vital records and better aligns Maine CDC DRVS with other rules and regulations regarding access to marriage records in Maine, brings Maine in alignment with federal government requirements regarding delayed birth registration, and defines that births in unincorporated places must be registered in municipalities as specified by the state registrar. 

Under Title 19-A MRSA §651, sub-§2, the Notice of Intentions to Marry form is closed to public inspection for 50 years from the date of application except that:
· Names of the parties for whom intentions to marry are filed and intended date of marriage are public records and open for public inspection.
· Persons with researcher identification cards may inspect records and be issued a non-certified copy of the application.

Language which required municipal clerks to collect social security numbers of the parties intending to marry has been removed from the law (Title 19-A MRSA §651 sub-§2).  There is no need to collect and record social security numbers in the process of securing the Notice of Intentions to Marry form from the parties.

Title 22 MRSA §2706, sub-§8 was  amended to include the intentions to marry form under the list of certificates and records (births, deaths, marriages) which those genealogists  who hold researcher identification cards may permit inspection of and may be issued noncertified copies. 
Births occurring in unincorporated places in Maine must be recorded or registered in the electronic birth registration system and reported to a specific municipal clerk as specified by the state registrar.  The state registrar will designate which municipalities will be the location where births are electronically registered for unincorporated places (Title 22 MRSA §2703).  
The time frame for the registration of births occurring more than seven years prior to the date of filing has been reduced to more than one year. The Vital Records office handles the registration of delayed birth records.   Once delayed birth registration has been accepted, an attested copy of the delayed birth record (not certified copy) will be forwarded to the clerk of the municipality where the birth occurred or in the case of a birth in an unincorporated place, to the municipal clerk specified by the state registrar (Title 22 MRSA §2764).

Individuals assuming custody of a child of unknown parentage shall report to the Vital Records office instead of the local municipality (Title 22 MRSA §2763).  Language was changed to accommodate the electronic filing of births in a centralized location at the Maine State level.

